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1. THE HISTORY  

1.1 The Communion of the Open Episcopal Church (hereafter COEC) provides the jurisdiction within which every 

manifestation of the Open Episcopal Church (hereafter OEC) exists across the world; as such there can be no 

legitimate expression of the OEC outside COEC's jurisdiction.  

1.2 The OEC is not a new denomination in principle, but a reform of the continuous Apostolicity of the Holy Catholic 

and Apostolic Church. It is not 'Roman Catholic' or 'Protestant' nor can it be labelled in any fixed manner, nor claimed 

by any for their own. It is truly Catholic and truly Christian in that it is apostolic, universal, all embracing and all 

inclusive.  

1.3 The Open Episcopal Church, being a branch of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church of Christ, retains 

inviolate in the sacred ministry, the three orders of Bishops, Priests and Deacons, as of Divine Institution. The right to 

consecrate and ordain Bishops, Priests and Deacons belongs to the Order of Bishops only. In accordance with the 

law and custom of the ancient Church, Bishops shall be consecrated by not fewer than three Bishops in all ordinary 

cases, and Priests and Deacons shall be ordained by one Bishop. In the ordination of Priests, the Priests present 

shall join in the laying on of hands.  

1.4 No rites of ordination will be used without the approval of the Presiding Archbishop's Council, and such rites will 

be based on those openly approved within The Roman Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Churches under the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate of 'Constantinople (Byzantium)', The Old Catholic Churches, including the Union of Utrecht 

or any other Church or Movement within the Catholic Church which can testify to the maintenance of the Apostolic 

Succession. Those being ordained must also have been or be confirmed according to rites based on those openly 

approved by the aforementioned churches.  

2. THE ROOTS, NATURE AND PURPOSE OF THE OEC  

2.1 The OEC is rooted in the teaching of the historic Church enshrined in the Catholic Creeds and the teaching of all 

the early Ecumenical Councils of the Christian Church until the time of the Great Schism of Eastern and Western 

Christianity.  

2.2 In every other respect, the OEC is thoroughly ecumenical and inclusive and is willing to embrace and make use of 

every expression of the Christian faith that pursues that which is good.  

2.3 The approved rites of ordination may be set within a liturgical form, culture and manner of observance that 

respects the locality and community in which they take place, as well as the tradition and approach of those being 

ordained.  

2.4 The OEC enjoys the cultural, spiritual, ecclesiastical and liturgical diversity within the Christian Church and 

welcomes every aspect of it being experienced in a balanced and equitable manner within the life of the church.  

3. THE LIFE OF THE OEC  

3.1 The OEC welcomes all people without exception and offers an open invitation to all to receive, share and benefit 

from the sacraments and the life of the Church  

3.2 The OEC offers unconditional love to all without exception. It provides a community that has no walls, barriers or 

exclusions. 

3.3 The OEC encourages dialogue and co-operation with other churches and the creation of ecumenical links.  

3.4 The OEC encourages dialogue with other religions, to help create a better understanding of spirituality and the 

common good. 

3.5 The OEC is called to serve.  

3.6 By baptism one is incorporated into the Church of Christ.  

3.7 Through the reception of baptism, a person becomes a member of the Church of Christ and so a member of the 

OEC.  

3.8 Any person who seeks to pursue those things which are good are also welcome as members of the OEC.  
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3.9 The members of The Open Episcopal Church offer a covenant of love to all people without exception that they will 

approach all in a spirit of absolute love and support unconditionally.  

3.10 Christ's faithful, are those who, since they are incorporated into Christ through baptism, are called to participate 

in their own way in the priestly, prophetic and royal office of Christ. They are called, each according to his or her 

particular condition, to exercise the mission which God has entrusted to the Church to fulfil in the world.  

3.11 This Church, established and ordered in this world as a society, subsists in the OEC, governed by PAC.  

3.12 There are also those who are Christ's faithful, who while not being baptised yet believe in him and seek to follow 

him in their lives.  

3.13 There are also those who are Christ's faithful, known or unbeknown to them, identified by the fruits of their lives.  

3.14 All those who are baptised are in full communion with the OEC here on earth.  

3.15 All those who seek to pursue those things which are good are in full communion with the OEC here on earth. 

4. THE PRESIDING ARCHBISHOP'S COUNCIL  

4.1 COEC and all the Provinces and the Dioceses of the OEC are governed by the Presiding Archbishop's Council 

(hereafter PAC). The canons of all the Provinces and Dioceses of the OEC are authentically interpreted by PAC.  

4.2 The Presiding Archbishop appoints and dismisses the members of PAC at his or her discretion but may not 

dismiss any member of PAC if Canons 4.7 or 4.9 have been invoked and until they have run their course.  

4.3 PAC exists in the single person of the Presiding Bishop.  

4.4 PAC will normally have a minimum of three members including the Presiding Archbishop. There is no upper limit. 

PAC will normally make decisions on the basis of a two thirds majority vote.  

4.5 The nature of the OEC is to encourage participation, full and free discussion and to reach collaborative decisions. 

The opinions of every member of the church are valued and consideration will be given to everyone's approach. 

Every effort will be made to find ways to grow the church which encompass every point of view. At times when there 

are irreconcilable differences, compromises will be attempted and if decisions have to be made which appear to 

exclude or alienate members of the Church, every effort will be made to find ways to accommodate their concerns in 

creative and imaginative ways.  

4.6 The Presiding Archbishop, in exceptional circumstances, determined by him or herself alone, can replace a 

decision of PAC with his own decision and therefore retains the ultimate executive authority and power of governance 

within COEC.  

4.7 In these exceptional circumstances or if there is serious disquiet within the Church, the member/s of PAC, or any 

three Archbishops/Bishops, may petition every Archbishop or Bishop (if there are 12 or more Archbishops/Bishops in 

COEC) and if not, every cleric of the Church, by postal ballot to move a motion of no confidence in the Presiding 

Archbishop. In the event of four-fifths of the Archbishop/Bishops in the Church or (if there are less than 12 

Archbishops/Bishops in COEC) four-fifths of the clerics, indicating they had lost confidence in the Presiding 

Archbishop, he or she must immediately step down from his/her position as presiding Archbishop.  

4.8 PAC would then appoint by a simple majority one from among their number to become the Presiding Archbishop. 

If there are more than two candidates being considered there must be an election using a recognised and accepted 

form of proportional representation.  

4.9 In the event that PAC consists of the Presiding Archbishop alone, then any other Archbishop/Bishop (while ever 

there are less than 5 Archbishops/Bishops and once there are 5 or more Archbishops/Bishops, then any three 

Archbishops/Bishops within COEC) may arrange a postal ballot among every Archbishop/Bishop of COEC (if there 

are 12 or more Archbishops/Bishops in COEC) and if not, every cleric of the Church, by postal ballot to move a 

motion of no confidence in the Presiding Archbishop. In the event that four-fifths of the Archbishop/Bishops in the 

Church or (if there are less than 12 Archbishops/Bishops in COEC) four-fifths of the clerics, indicating they had lost 

confidence in the Presiding Archbishop, he or she would immediately step down from his/her position.  
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4.10 In the event that PAC consists of the Presiding Archbishop alone and he or she has had to step down, then the 

one or the three Archbishops/Bishops that arranged the no confidence motion' must immediately arrange a postal 

ballot among every Archbishop/bishop of COEC to appoint a new Presiding Archbishop. The new Presiding 

Archbishop will be appointed by a simple majority. If there is only one other Bishop in COEC they will assume the role 

of Presiding Archbishop. If there are more than six other bishops and there are more than two candidates being 

considered there must be an election using a recognised and accepted form of proportional representation.  

4.11 In the event that two-thirds of the Archbishop/Bishops (or if there are under 12 Archbishops/Bishops in the OEC) 

then two-thirds of the clerics supported a vote of no confidence in the Presiding Archbishop, then the Presiding 

Archbishop would be spiritually bound to seek the counsel of another Archbishop/Bishop of his or her choice and of a 

similar status and position, in order to seek his or her counsel over the matter. The appointed Archbishop/Bishop 

would be asked to prepare a report giving his or her advice. The Presiding Archbishop of the COEC would be bound 

to accept the Archbishop/Bishop's advice and a copy of his or her report and the Presiding Archbishop's response 

would be circulated to every cleric within COEC.  

4.12 Every cleric in COEC must accept the Canons of the OEC. In addition, a Province and a Diocese may create 

further Canons or make amendments as permission allows. These would be titled the Provincial Canons of (The 

Name of the Province) or the Diocesan Canons of (The Name of the Diocese) and would only be applicable in that 

Province or Diocese reflecting local culture and context.  

4.13 Provincial and Diocesan Canons must be approved by PAC and PAC has the ultimate responsibility of 

interpreting them if dispute arises.  

4.14 PAC exercises a sole prerogative to define the doctrines of COEC and The Open Episcopal Church. 

5. PROVINCE, DIOCESE, PARISH  

5.1 PAC, in which the apostolic body abides in an unbroken manner, is the governing body of COEC. Each 

Archbishop's Council in which the apostolic body abides in an unbroken manner, is the governing body, subject to 

PAC, of the manifestation of the OEC in a particular Province.  

5.2 A Province describes a portion of the life of the OEC that exists within a particular Country.  

5.3 Each bishop of the OEC is responsible for a Diocese and/or a designated area of Ministry. However every bishop 

has authority to minister throughout the world.  

5.4 A Diocese describes a portion of the life of the OEC which exists within a certain area of a country and the life of 

the priests and the deacons and the lay people of God who entrust themselves to a Bishop to be nurtured by him or 

her in that area, in such a way that, remaining close to their pastor and gathered together through the Gospel and the 

Eucharist in the Holy Spirit, it constitutes a particular Church. In this Church, the one, holy, catholic and apostolic 

Church of Christ truly exists and functions.  

5.5 A parish is not territorial. It embraces all who have contact with a particular priest. The priest is their proper 

pastor. He or she exercises the pastoral care of the community entrusted to him under the guidance of a Bishop, 

whose ministry of Christ he or she is called to share, so that for this community he or she may carry out the offices of 

teaching, sanctifying and serving with the cooperation of other priests or deacons, and with the assistance of lay 

members of Christ's faithful. 

6. PROVINCES AND ARCHBISHOPS AND THE ARCHBISHOP'S COUNCILS  

6.1 The PAC appoints the first Archbishop of any new Province of the OEC. Thereafter, when the first Archbishop 

relinquishes their office, the Archbishop's Council selects one from among themselves to be the next Archbishop.  

6.2 The Province is governed by the Archbishop's Council (hereafter AC) subject always to PAC.  

6.3 Every Bishop in a Province is a member of the Archbishop's Council.  

6.4 AC exists in the single person of the Archbishop.  

6.5 AC will normally make decisions on the basis of a two thirds majority vote.  
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6.6 The Archbishop, in exceptional circumstances, determined by him or herself alone, can replace a decision of AC 

with his or her own decision and therefore retains the ultimate executive authority and power of governance within his 

or her Province.  

6.7 In these exceptional circumstances or if there is serious disquiet within the Church, the member/s of AC, or any 

12 clerics, may petition every Bishop (if there are 12 or more Bishops in AC) and if not, every cleric of the Church, by 

postal ballot to move a motion of no confidence in the Archbishop. In the event of four-fifths of the Bishops in the 

Province or (if there are less than 12 Bishops in the Province) four-fifths of the clerics, indicating they had lost 

confidence in the Archbishop, he or she must immediately step down from his/her position.  

6.8 AC would then appoint by a simple majority one from among their number to become the Archbishop. If there are 

more than two candidates being considered there must be an election using a recognised and accepted form of 

proportional representation.  

6.9 In the event that AC consists of the Archbishop alone, then any bishop within the Province (while ever there are 

less than 5 Bishops and once there are 5 or more Bishops then any three Bishops within COEC) may arrange a 

postal ballot among every Bishop of the Province (if there are 12 or more Bishops in the province) and if not, every 

cleric of the Church, by postal ballot to move a motion of no confidence in the Archbishop. In the event that four-fifths 

of the Bishops in the Province or (if there are less than 12 Bishops in the Province) four-fifths of the clerics, indicating 

they had lost confidence in the Archbishop, he or she would immediately step down from his/her position.  

6.10 In the event that AC consists of the Archbishop alone and he or she has had to step down, then the one or the 

three Bishops that arranged the no confidence motion' must immediately arrange a postal ballot among every Bishop 

of the Province to appoint a new Archbishop then the one or the three Bishops that arranged the no confidence 

motion' must immediately arrange a postal ballot among every bishop of the Province to appoint a new Archbishop. 

The new Archbishop will be appointed by a simple majority. If there is only one other Bishop in the Province they will 

assume the role of Archbishop. If there are more than six other bishops and there are more than two candidates 

being considered there must be an election using a recognised and accepted form of proportional representation.  

6.11 In the event that two-thirds of the Bishops (or if there are under 12 Bishops in the Province) then two-thirds of 

the clerics supported a vote of no confidence in the Archbishop, then the Archbishop would be spiritually bound to 

seek the counsel of another Archbishop/Bishop of his or her choice and of a similar status and position, in order to 

seek his or her counsel over the matter. The appointed Archbishop/Bishop would be asked to prepare a report giving 

his or her advice. The Archbishop of the Province would be bound to accept the Archbishop/Bishop's advice and a 

copy of his or her report and the Archbishop's response would be circulated to every cleric within the Province.  

6.12 Every cleric in COEC must accept the Canons of the OEC. In addition a Province and a Diocese may create 

further Canons or make amendments as permission from PAC allows. These would be titled the Provincial Canons of 

(The Name of the Province) or the Diocesan Canons of (The Name of the Diocese) and would only be applicable in 

that Province or Diocese reflecting local culture and context.  

6.13 Provincial and Diocesan Canons must be approved by PAC and PAC has the ultimate responsibility of 

interpreting them if dispute arises.  

6.14 The Archbishop is a primus inter pares, a bishop chosen by their fellow bishops from among themselves to 

provide a focus of unity for the Province as a whole and for the episcopate in particular and to act as a spokesperson 

for the Province. The Archbishop is given a power among the bishops to guard unity, to protect collegiality and to 

serve the Province by manifesting in their own person the inclusive approach which the OEC preaches.  

6.15 The Archbishop's power is a power among their fellow bishops who give him/her authority to ensure that they 

govern effectively and rightly.  

6.16 The Archbishop's authority is given to him/her by the Archbishop's Council who recognise in him/her a bishop of 

exceptional holiness, wisdom and humility committed to the Trinitarian model of leadership and to an understanding 

of primacy as a form of service to the Church. Having elected a primate the bishops have a solemn duty to listen 

carefully to the advice of the primate and to look to him/her for guidance in matters of Provincial governance.  

6.17 The Archbishop's duties are to chair the Archbishop's Council and to preserve the unity and collegiality of the 

Bishops of the Province and to guard the founding tradition and vision of the OEC and to represent the Church to the 

Province, speaking on behalf of the Province. The Archbishop is also an ex- officio member of all diocesan bodies. 

The Archbishop may attend diocesan meetings in order to provide a focus of unity for the bishops and to give advice 
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and guidance but he/she does not chair those meetings unless in special circumstances he/she is specifically asked 

to do so by the meeting. He/she does not have a vote on diocesan bodies. 

7. THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL AND THE BISHOP'S CONFERENCE.  

7.1 All the Archbishops of the Provinces of the COEC meet at the Provincial Council which is chaired by the Presiding 

Archbishop. It has no direct legislative or regulatory authority and acts instead as a consultative body which can make 

recommendations to PAC. However, if PAC consistently ignore the opinions of the Provincial Council then it can give 

warning that unless PAC gives more weight to their recommendations, the Provincial Council may take action under 

Canons 4.7-4.11 It can also pass up a recommendation, if the Provincial Council believe it to be of supreme 

importance, that carries with it a warning that if it is not heeded then action may be taken under Canons 4.7-4.11.  

7.2 All the Bishops of the OEC meet at the Bishops Conference which is chaired by the Presiding Archbishop. It has 

no direct legislative or regulatory authority and acts instead as a consultative body which can make recommendations 

to PAC. However, if PAC consistently ignores the opinions of the Bishop's Conference then it can give warning that 

unless PAC gives more weight to their recommendations, the Bishop's Conference may take action under Canons 

4.7- 4.11. It can also pass up a recommendation, if the Bishops' Conference believes it to be of supreme importance, 

which carries with it a warning that if it is not heeded then action may be taken under Canons4.7-4.11.  

7.3 The Provincial Council and the Bishop's Conference are responsible for drawing up their own statutes detailing 

arrangements for meetings, a secretariat for the meetings and other offices and commissions by which, in the 

judgement of those involved, their work can more effectively be achieved.  

7.4 All recommendations in The Provincial Council and the Bishop's Conference are passed with a simple majority, 

however attaching a Canon 4.7-4.11 warning to a recommendation or taking action under Canons 4.7-4.11 can only 

happen if a two-thirds majority has been achieved. All the exact voting figures must be recorded. 

8. DIOCESES AND DIOCESAN COUNCILS  

8.1 The Diocese is governed by the Diocesan Council (hereafter DC) subject always to AC and PAC, which is chaired 

by the Diocesan Bishop.  

8.2 Every cleric in a Diocese is a member of the Diocesan Council.  

8.3 DC exists in the single person of the Bishop.  

8.4 DC will normally make decisions on the basis of a two thirds majority vote.  

8.5 The Diocesan Council is to have its own statutes.  

8.6 The Bishop , in exceptional circumstances, determined by him or herself alone, can replace a decision of DC with 

his or her own decision and therefore retains the ultimate executive authority and power of governance within his or 

her Diocese.  

8.7 In these exceptional circumstances or if there is serious disquiet within the Church, the member/s of DC may 

petition every cleric by postal ballot to move a motion of no confidence in the bishop. In the event of four-fifths of the 

clergy in the Diocese indicating they had lost confidence in the Bishop, he or she must be moved by the Provincial 

Archbishop to another Diocese or ministerial responsibility. The Provincial Archbishop would then appoint another 

Bishop to the Diocese.  

8.8 In the event that two-thirds of the clerics supported a vote of no confidence in the Bishop, then the Bishop would 

be spiritually bound to seek the counsel of another Archbishop/Bishop of his or her choice and of a similar status and 

position, in order to seek his or her counsel over the matter. The appointed Archbishop/Bishop would be asked to 

prepare a report giving his or her advice. The Archbishop of the Province would be bound to accept the 

Archbishop/Bishop's advice and a copy of his or her report and the Archbishop's response would be circulated to 

every cleric within the Province. 

9. THE COUNCIL OF LAY PEOPLE  

9.1 In each Diocese there may be established a Council of Lay People.  
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9.2 The Council of Lay People is to have its own statutes.  

9.3 All lay people within the OEC within a Diocese may attend and vote.  

9.4 The Council of Lay People will elect a Chair for a period of three years after which he or she can be re-elected or 

replaced. 

10. THE CLERICAL CONFERENCE AND THE CONFERENCE OF LAY PEOPLE  

10.1 In each Province there may be established a Clerical Conference.  

10.2 All the clerics of the OEC in a Province can meet and vote at the clerical Conference. It has no direct legislative 

or regulatory authority and acts instead as a consultative body which can make recommendations to AC. However, if 

AC consistently ignore the opinions of the Clerical Conference then it can give warning that unless AC gives more 

weight to their recommendations, the Clerical Synod may take action under Canons6.7-6.11. It can also pass up a 

recommendation, if the Clerical Conference believe it to be of supreme importance, that carries with it a warning that 

if it is not heeded then action may be taken under Canons 6.7-6.11.  

10.3 The Clerical Conference is to have its own statutes.  

10.4 The Clerical Conference will elect a Chair for a period of years after which he or she can be re-elected or 

replaced.  

10.5 In each Province there may be established a Conference of Lay People.  

10.6 The Conference of Lay People is to have its own statutes.  

10.7 All lay people within the OEC within a Province may attend and vote.  

10.8 The Conference of Lay People will elect a Chair for a period of three years after which he or she can be re-

elected or replaced. 

11. THE COEC CONGRESS, THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, THE DIOCESAN 

CONGRESS, CHAPTER, VISITATIONS  

11.1 All the members of the OEC may gather at a COEC Congress. The Congress will reflect the diversity enshrined 

and provided for within the OEC in Canon 2.4. 

11.2 All the members of the OEC in a particular Province may gather at a Provincial Congress.  

11.3 All the members of the OEC in a particular Diocese may gather at a Diocesan Congress.  

11.4 All the clerics of a particular region may gather regularly at a Chapter meeting. Recommendations from 

Chapters can be raised at the Diocesan Synod.  

11.5 It is hoped that every priest and deacon will visit all those under his/her care.  

11.6 It is hoped that every Diocesan Bishop will visit the clerics under his/her care.  

11.7 It is hoped that every Provincial Archbishop will visit every Bishop under his/her care.  

11.8 It is hoped that the Presiding Archbishop will visit every Provincial Archbishop under his/her care.  

11.9 COEC, a Province, a Diocese and a Parish may appoint Chairs to oversee specific areas of concern such as 

Mission, Ecumenical Relations, Social Responsibility, Education, Administration, Communication, Prayer and 

Spirituality, Pastoral Care, Finance etc and those Chairs may appoint OEC clerical, lay or other external advisory 

members to a Board to assist them with their work. 

12. VOCATIONS  

12.1 By divine institution, among Christ's faithful there are in the Church sacred ministers who are also called clerics, 

the others are called lay people.  
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12.2 Celibacy is not a requirement of any clergy within the OEC.  

12.3 Drawn from both groups are those of Christ's faithful who, professing the evangelical counsels through vows or 

other sacred bonds are recognised and approved by the Church, are consecrated to God in their own special way 

and promote the salvific mission of the church. Their state, expressed for instance within an Order or a Community, 

although it does not belong to the hierarchical structure of the Church, does pertain to its life and holiness.  

12.4 Flowing from their rebirth in Christ, there is a genuine equality of dignity and action among all of Christ's faithful. 

Because of this equality they all contribute, each according to his or her own condition and office, to the building up of 

the Body of Christ.  

12.5 All Christ's faithful, each according to his or her own condition must make a wholehearted effort to lead a holy 

life, and to promote the growth of the Church and its continual sanctification.  

12.6 All Christ's faithful are obliged to promote social justice and, mindful of the Lord's precept, to help the poor from 

their own resources.  

12.7 The Lay members of Christ's faithful, according to the condition of each, have a special obligation to permeate 

and perfect the temporal order of things with the spirit of the Gospel. In this way, particularly in conducting secular 

business and exercising secular functions, they are to give witness to Christ.  

12.8 Where the needs of the Church require and ministers are not available and at the request of a bishop, lay people 

can exercise the ministry of the word, preside over liturgical prayers, confer baptism and distribute holy communion.  

12.9 If there are clerics, who sharing in the priestly work of Christ feel called in his name to exercise acts of ministry 

which are independent of the OEC, then while this happens outside the authorising structures of The Open Episcopal 

Church, the Bishops, priests and deacons of The Open Episcopal Church nevertheless offer their support and 

guidance to such clerics in as much as these acts of ministry are consistent with good Christian practice and in as 

much as their ministry bears good fruit. However, they must make it clear, in these circumstances, that they are not 

ministering in the name of the OEC.  

12.10 It is the duty of the whole Christian community to foster vocations so that the needs of the sacred ministry are 

sufficiently met in the entire Church. 

13. HOLY ORDERS  

13.1 Candidates for ordination may wish to have received the minor orders and have exercised them for an 

appropriate time.  

13.2 By the reception of the diaconate and the higher orders a person becomes a cleric.  

13.3 All clerics are working for the building up of the body of Christ and are therefore to be united with one another 

and to cooperate with one another.  

13.4 Clerics have a special obligation to seek holiness in their lives because they are consecrated to God by a new 

title through the reception of orders and are stewards of the mysteries of God in the service of all.  

13.5 Clerics are called to be faithful in their personal devotions.  

13.6 Clerics are always to do their utmost to foster among people peace and harmony based on justice.  

13.7 Clerics who are ordained within a Province of COEC are automatically incardinated into the OEC and licensed 

for their ministry.  

13.8 Clerics who have been ordained already according to the tradition of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church 

can join the OEC . If they wish to be incardinated into it and licensed for their ministry then they need to provide the 

following documentation: - Their Letters of Orders. - Twelve witness letters from those who support and recommend 

them for incardination. (Diocesan Canons may alter the number of witness letters required, but it must be shown that 

the cleric has the support of others who can affirm the fruits of their ministry) - A letter giving their assent to the 

Canons of OEC. - A programme of post ordination training approved by a bishop. - An enhanced police check, or 

other equivalent check, showing no offences against minors and vulnerable adults (Diocesan Canons can adapt this 

requirement to their own situation ensuring however that, inasmuch as it is possible to do so, it can be shown that 
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there have been no offences against minors.) - A signed pledge that they intend to remain a cleric of the OEC for life 

and will certainly remain a cleric of OEC for at least 5 years after incardination. - A certificate of public liability 

insurance to cover their ministry, which can be provided by the individual, a parish, a diocese, a province or some 

other third party. (This can be waived at the discretion of the Diocesan Bishop if such cover is deemed unnecessary) 

- A letter of excardination from the jurisdiction of the Bishop under whom they currently serve.  

13.9 All clerics will be subject to the Canons of the OEC. They will also be subject to the Canons in the Province and 

Diocese in which they minister, approved by PAC.  

13.10 Clerics normally receive Episcopal oversight from their Diocesan bishop. If a cleric wishes to receive Episcopal 

oversight from the bishop of another Diocese either from their entry into the OEC or later by means of transfer then 

they must make a written request of the same to PAC giving their reasons.  

13.11 COEC recognises that there are different approaches to ordination within the Christian Church and would 

regard clerics who have not been episcopally ordained as partners in ministry in as much as their ministry bears good 

fruit. Such clerics, while not being able to be incardinated into the Church, can be licensed by a bishop for a particular 

ministry.  

13.12 Clerics from other churches who have not been episcopally ordained, or who are unsure whether they have 

been ordained, can choose to have the sacrament of order conferred or conferred conditionally.  

13.13 Sacred ordination once received according to the tradition of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church never 

becomes invalid.  

13.14 Each Archbishop, bishop, priest, deacon and lay person is accorded absolute freedom in matters appertaining 

to the debate or interpretation of Christian doctrine, dogma, ethics or theological issues, and is not barred from 

writing/or exposition on any matter whatsoever, but they must make clear that they are expressing their personal 

views and not those of the OEC.  

13.15 Each Archbishop, bishop, priest, deacon and lay person is not bound to submit to the will of any cleric, 

whatever their status or position within the church, if in conscience and before God they believe him/her to be in error. 

However, if their beliefs take them beyond the Canons of the OEC, they must tender their resignation from the OEC. 

If however, this resignation falls within their pledged five years of commitment to the OEC after ordination or ten years 

in the case of a Bishop, they must relinquish the practice of their Orders both in this jurisdiction and any other 

Catholic and Christian jurisdiction until the expiration of their five, or their ten year term of commitment.  

13.16 If a cleric who has been incardinated into the OEC wishes to leave the OEC after their pledged 5 or 10 year 

term of commitment, they must apply to the Presiding Archbishop or their Provincial Archbishop or their Diocesan 

Bishop for a letter of excardination before being incardinated into another jurisdiction. The letter must not be 

unreasonably withheld and must be provided within two calendar months of the application.  

13.17 If a cleric reaches retirement age and wishes to retire from public ministry then they may request their bishop to 

place them on the inactive register while still remaining a cleric of the OEC.  

13.18 If a cleric through ill health or other circumstance wishes to withdraw temporarily from public ministry they may 

request their bishop to place them on the inactive register while still remaining a cleric of the OEC.  

13.19 The clerics of the OEC pledge to try their utmost:  

- to love their brother and sister clerics unconditionally.  

- to pray for them regularly.  

- to seek to understand them.  

- to learn to apologise to them.  

- to forgive them.  

- to seek to end any disputes quickly.  

- to serve them.  
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- to behave towards each cleric, whatever their status, in the same manner.  

- to show the same regard and love to each cleric whatever their status.  

- to refrain from gossiping in a malicious manner.  

- to speak of them in an edifying manner.  

- to make the effort to spend time or have contact with each of them.  

- to regard every cleric as a friend.  

- to avoid gathering in cliques.  

- to actively work to avoid groups or factions of likeminded clerics developing.  

- to shun political strategies and campaigning within OEC.  

- to seek help in overcoming personality clashes and grievances, not by gossiping to others, but by appeal to a 

specific person who will act as mediator, conciliator and reconciler.  

- to never bear a grudge or a resentment.  

- to make critical comments about a cleric directly to them rather than to others.  

- to listen to the opinions and ideas of every cleric.  

- to respect, tolerate and accommodate the spirituality and Christian practices of every cleric.  

- to see Christ in every cleric.  

- to respect people's confidences.  

- to be courteous.  

- to be meticulous in observing high standards of personal and professional conduct.  

- to practice these same high principles of love not just towards the clerics of the church but in all your dealings with 

every person throughout the whole of your life. 

14. THE DIACONATE  

14.1 The functions especially entrusted to the deacon are as follows: the administration of baptism (in the absence of 

a priest), preaching, the visitation of the sick, assisting at the Eucharist, anointing of the sick (in the absence of a 

priest), the conducting of funerals. 

15. THE PRIESTHOOD  

15.1 A priest has the obligation to ensure that the word of God is proclaimed in its entirety to those within his or her 

parish. He or she is to see that the lay members of Christ's faithful are instructed in the truths of the faith. He or she is 

to foster works which promote the spirit of the Gospel, including its relevance to social justice. He or she is to have a 

special care for the Christian education of children and young people.  

15.2 A priest is to strive to ensure that Christ's faithful are nourished by the devout celebration of the sacraments.  

15.3 So that the priest may fulfil his or her office of pastor diligently, he or she is to strive to know those entrusted to 

his or her care. She or he is therefore to visit their families, sharing especially in their cares, anxieties and sorrows, 

comforting them in the Lord. He or she is to help the sick and especially the dying in great charity, solicitously 

restoring them with the sacraments and commending their souls to God. She or he is to be especially diligent in 

seeking out the poor, the suffering, the lonely, those who are exiled from their homeland, and those burdened with 

special difficulties.  
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15.4 The priest is to recognise and promote the special role which the lay members of Christ's faithful have in the 

mission of the church, fostering their associations which have loving purposes. He or she is to ensure that the faithful 

are concerned for the local community and that they take part in and sustain works which promote the community.  

15.5 The functions especially entrusted to the priest are as follows, the administration of baptism, the administration 

of the sacrament of confirmation to those in danger of death or at the request of a bishop, the anointing of the sick 

and the imparting of the apostolic blessing, the assistance at marriages and the nuptial blessing, the conducting of 

funerals, the celebration of the Eucharist.  

15.6 A priest is to be responsible for the keeping of proper registers, that is of baptisms, of marriages and of deaths, 

and any other services conducted. He or she is to ensure that entries are accurately made and that the registers are 

carefully preserved.  

15.7 The people and priest in a parish bearing witness to Christ, engaged in service to all and worshipping together 

form the local churches of The Open Episcopal Church.  

15.8 It is the obligation of the Church to proclaim the Gospel of God and it belongs to the priests and deacons, as co-

workers with the Bishops to serve the people in the ministry of the word. The laity are also to preach when it would be 

advantageous.  

15.9 All the services of the church can be held in any place, at the discretion of the bishop, priest, deacon, church or 

lay people involved. 

16. THE EPISCOPATE  

16.1 By divine institution, Bishops succeed the Apostles through the Holy Spirit who is given to them. They are 

constituted Pastors in the Church, to be teachers of doctrine, the priests of sacred worship and the ministers of 

governance.  

16.2 By their Episcopal consecration, Bishops receive together with the office of sanctifying, the offices of teaching 

and of guiding.  

16.3 At any time, any person can submit a name to the Presiding Archbishop, PAC, an Archbishop, AC, or any 

Bishop, of a person to be considered for the Episcopate.  

16.4 To be a suitable candidate for the Episcopate, a person must be outstanding in his or her ability to show 

Christian love to all. A person who in the prudent judgement of the College of Bishops of a particular Province all 

things considered, are considered to be of exceptional faith, wholly motivated by the right intention, deeply endowed 

with wisdom, held in the highest esteem by a group of people who know him or her well and have achieved a 

developed sense of moral probity and virtue and clearly possess the emotional, psychological and spiritual qualities 

appropriate to the order to be received. They must be at least 35 years of age. (A COB may make exceptions to the 

age requirement where necessity requires and where a candidature permit but leave must be obtained from the PAC)  

16.5 In exercising his or her pastoral office, a Bishop is to be solicitous for all people without exception.  

16.6 He or she is to have a special concern for priests and for all vocations.  

16.7 A Bishop is bound to give an example of holiness in charity, humility and simplicity of life. Since he or she is the 

principal dispenser of the mysteries of God he or she is to strive constantly that Christ's faithful may grow in grace 

through the celebration of the sacraments and may know and live the paschal mystery.  

16.8 Each Bishop is 'Episcopus Persona Christi' and exercises a ministry independent of both COEC and the OEC, 

unless functioning directly within the context and life of either. Each priest and deacon also can exercise a ministry 

independent of both COEC and the OEC unless functioning directly within the context and life of either. 16.9 The 

functions especially entrusted to a bishop are as contained in the Pontifical of Consecration and in relation to his or 

her governance within The Open Episcopal Church. 

17. ORDINATION  

17.1 By divine institution some among Christ's faithful are, through the sacrament of order, marked with an indelible 

character and are thus constituted sacred ministers; thereby they are consecrated and deputed so that, each 
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according to his or her own grade, they fulfil, in the person of Christ the Head, the offices of teaching, sanctifying and 

serving, and so they nourish the people of God.  

17.2 The orders are the episcopate, the priesthood and the diaconate. They are conferred by the laying on of hands 

and the prayer of consecration which the liturgical books prescribe.  

17.3 An ordination is to be celebrated during Mass.  

17.4 The minister of sacred ordination is a consecrated Bishop.  

17.5 It is usual though not essential for the principal consecrating Bishop at an Episcopal consecration to have at 

least two other consecrating Bishops with him. It is, however, entirely appropriate that all Bishops present should join 

with these in consecrating the Bishop-elect.  

17.6 Only a baptised man or woman can validly receive sacred ordination.  

17.7 In order correctly to confer the orders of priesthood or diaconate, it is required that, in the judgement of the 

Bishop, the candidate possesses the requisite qualities and is considered beneficial to the ministry of the Church.  

17.8 The Bishop must ensure that before a person is promoted to any order, they are properly instructed concerning 

the order itself and its obligations.  

17.9 The Bishops of The Open Episcopal Church agree not to discriminate with regard to the promotion to orders on 

the basis of gender, race, ethnic group, sexual orientation, disability, social group, means or academic achievement.  

17.10 Only those are to be promoted to orders who, in the prudent judgement of the Bishop, all things considered, 

are of good faith, motivated by the right intention, endowed with wisdom, held in good esteem by a group of people 

who know them well and have achieved a moral probity and virtue and possess the emotional, psychological and 

spiritual qualities appropriate to the order to be received.  

17.11 The priesthood may be conferred only upon those who have completed their twenty-fifth year of age and 

possess a sufficient maturity. There would normally be an interval of at least six months between the diaconate and 

the priesthood. The diaconate may be conferred only upon those who have completed their twenty-third year of age.  

17.12 Only one who has received the sacrament of sacred baptism and confirmation may be promoted to orders.  

17.13 All bishops have equal power to ordain deacons and priests of The Open Episcopal Church. They must both 

satisfy themselves of the correctness of the rite used and the required intention to ordain. Each ordaining Bishop 

must issue their own respective ordination documents.  

17.14 No Bishop within the OEC can consecrate another Episcopal candidate within the OEC without the consent of 

the Presiding Archbishop's Council (PAC) or an Archbishop's Council (AC).  

17.15 It is the practice within COEC that the Presiding Archbishop and the Archbishops and bishops at Congress, 

ordinations and consecrations share the Eucharistic celebration, consecration and ordination. Hence it need not be 

the Presiding Archbishop that presides or is the principal consecrator in COEC, and it need not be an Archbishop that 

presides or is the principle consecrator in a Province even if the Presiding Archbishop is present, and it need not be 

the Presiding Archbishop or an Archbishop who presides or ordains in a Diocese even if they are present. It is the 

understanding in COEC that the episcopate is one and the practice of the COEC is to ensure that every Archbishop 

and Bishop grow in their Episcopal abilities and functions. 

18. ORDINATION TO THE DIACONATE  

18.1 For a person to be promoted to the sacred order of the diaconate the following documents are required:  

- Certificates of Baptism and Confirmation.  

- Twelve witness letters from those who support and recommend them for ordination. (Diocesan Canons may alter 

the number of witness letters required, but it must be shown that the cleric has the support of others who can affirm 

the fruits of their ministry). 

- A letter giving their assent to the Canons of OEC.  
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- A programme of pre and post ordination training approved by a bishop.  

- An enhanced police check showing no offences against minors and vulnerable adults (Diocesan Canons can adapt 

this requirement to their own situation ensuring however that, inasmuch as it is possible to do so, it can be shown that 

there have been no offences against minors). 

- A signed pledge that they intend to remain a cleric of the OEC for life and will certainly remain a cleric of OEC for at 

least 5 years after ordination.  

- A certificate of public liability insurance to cover their ministry which can be provided by the individual, a parish, a 

diocese, a province or some other third party. (This can be waived at the discretion of the Diocesan Bishop if such 

cover is deemed unnecessary).  

- A mandate from the ordaining bishop 

19. ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD  

19.1 For a person to be promoted to the sacred order of the priesthood the following documents are required:  

- Orders issued according to the tradition of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church for the diaconate.  

- A letter giving their assent to the Canons of OEC.  

- A programme of pre and post ordination training approved by a bishop.  

- An enhanced police check, or other equivalent check, showing no offences against minors and vulnerable adults 

(Diocesan Canons can adapt this requirement to their own situation ensuring however that, inasmuch as it is possible 

to do so, it can be shown that there have been no offences against minors). 

- A signed pledge that they intend to remain a cleric within the OEC for life and will certainly remain a cleric of OEC 

for at least 5 years after ordination.  

- A certificate of public liability insurance to cover their ministry which can be provided by the individual, a parish, a 

diocese, a province or some other third party. (This can be waived at the discretion of the Diocesan Bishop if such 

cover is unnecessary)  

- If the Letters of Orders for the diaconate come from another church, then twelve witness letters are also required 

from those who support and recommend the candidate for ordination. (Diocesan Canons may alter the number of 

witness letters required, but it must be shown that the cleric has the support of others who can affirm the fruits of their 

ministry).  

- A mandate from the ordaining Bishop. 

20. ORDINATION TO THE EPISCOPATE  

20.1 For a person to be promoted to the sacred order of the Episcopate the following documents are required:  

- Orders issued according to the tradition of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church for the diaconate and the 

priesthood.  

- A letter giving their assent to the Canons of OEC.  

- A programme of pre and post ordination training approved by a bishop.  

- An enhanced police check, or other equivalent check, showing no offences against minors and vulnerable adults 

(Diocesan Canons can adapt this requirement to their own situation ensuring however that, inasmuch as it is possible 

to do so, it can be shown that there have been no offences against minors.)  

- A signed pledge that they intend to remain a Bishop of the OEC for life and will certainly remain a Bishop of OEC for 

at least 10 years after Consecration.  
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- A certificate of public liability insurance to cover their ministry which can be provided by the individual, a diocese, a 

province or some other third party. (This can be waived at the discretion of the Archbishop if such cover is deemed 

unnecessary)  

- A Mandate from the PAC signed by the Presiding Archbishop or from an Archbishop's Council of a particular 

Province, signed by the Archbishop.  

20.2 After an ordination, the names of the individuals ordained, the name of the ordaining minister, and the place and 

date of ordination are to be entered into an Episcopal register.  

20.3 The ordaining bishop is to give to each person ordained an authentic certificate of the ordination received.  

20.4 Once ordained, a bishop, priest or deacon is held for ever in a spirit of absolute love and support unconditionally. 

Each Bishop, priest and deacon, in Christ, is joined one with another by the Laying on of each consecrated hand. The 

sign of inseparability within the Church of Christ must be the hallmark if unity. 

21. THE OTHER SACRAMENTS  

21.1 The sacraments of the New Testament were instituted by Christ the Lord and entrusted to the Church. As 

actions of Christ and of the Church, they are signs and means by which faith is expressed and strengthened, worship 

is offered to God and our sanctification brought about. Thus, they contribute in the most effective manner to 

establishing, strengthening and manifesting ecclesiastical communion.  

21.2 Sacred ministers may not properly deny the sacraments to those who opportunely ask for them.  

21.3 Because they imprint a character, the sacraments of baptism, confirmation and order cannot be repeated.  

21.4 If after diligent enquiry a prudent doubt remains as to whether the sacraments of baptism, confirmation and 

order have been conferred at all, they are to be conferred conditionally.  

21.5 In administering sacraments in which holy oils are to be used, the minister should use oil made from olives or 

other plants, which has recently been consecrated by a Bishop.  

21.6 The priest is to obtain the holy oils from his or her own Bishop and keep them carefully in fitting custody. 

22. THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

22.1 By Baptism people are freed from sins, are born again as children of God and, made like to Christ by an 

indelible character, are incorporated into the Church. Baptism is to be conferred either by immersion or by the pouring 

or sprinkling of water, with the appropriate words.  

22.2 The ordinary minister of baptism is a Bishop, a priest or a deacon.  

22.3 In a case of necessity, any person who has the requisite intention may do so.  

22.4 In so far as possible, in the case of infant baptism, the person being baptised is to be assigned a 

Sponsor/Godparent. The parents are to choose the Sponsor/Godparent and they can be anyone, without exception, 

who the parent believes lives a good life.  

22.5 The priest must carefully and without delay record in the register of baptism the names of the baptised, the 

minister, the parents, the sponsors and the place and date of baptism. He or she must also enter the date of birth.  

22.6 Once baptised a lay member is held for ever in a spirit of absolute love and support unconditionally. 

23. THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  

23.1 The sacrament of confirmation confers a character. By it the baptised continue their path of Christian initiation. 

They are enriched with the gift of the Holy Spirit and are more closely linked to the Church. They are made strong 

and more firmly obliged by word and deed to witness to Christ and to spread and defend the faith.  

23.2 The sacrament of confirmation is conferred by anointing with chrism on the forehead which is done by the laying 

on of the hand, and by the appropriate words.  
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23.3 The chrism to be used in the sacrament of confirmation should have been consecrated by a Bishop.  

23.4 The ordinary minister of confirmation is a Bishop. A priest can also validly confer this sacrament at the request of 

a bishop.  

23.5 The sacrament of confirmation is to be conferred on the faithful at or after the age of discretion.  

23.6 To establish that confirmation has been conferred the names of those confirmed , the minister, the parents and 

the place and date of the confirmation are to be recorded in the register. 

24 .THE SACRAMENT OF THE BLESSED EUCHARIST  

24.1 The most august sacrament is the blessed Eucharist, in which Christ the Lord is present and received and by 

which the Church continually lives and grows. The eucharistic sacrifice, the memorial of the death and resurrection of 

the Lord, is the summit and the source of all worship and Christian life. By it the unity of God's people is signified and 

brought about, and the building up of the body of Christ is perfected.  

24.2 The ordinary minister of the sacrament of the Eucharist is a Bishop or a priest and where there are a number of 

such present they may concelebrate.  

24.3 It need not be the Presiding Archbishop, an Archbishop or a Bishop who presides at a Eucharist even if they are 

present, rather a priest may be invited to do so.  

24.4 All people without exception are invited to receive Holy Communion. This includes all those from other churches, 

children, the unbaptised , those of other faiths, indeed all without exception.  

24.5 The most holy sacrifice of the Eucharist is offered in bread, and in wine to which, normally, a small quantity of 

water is added. 

25. THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/RECONCILIATION  

25.1 In the sacrament of penance/reconciliation those who confess their sins to a minister, are sorry for their sins and 

have a purpose of amendment, receive from God, through the absolution given by that minister, forgiveness of sins 

they have committed after baptism, and at the same time they are reconciled with the church, which by sinning they 

wounded.  

25.2 Only a Bishop or priest is the minister of the sacrament of penance/reconciliation. 

26. THE SACRAMENT OF EXTREME UNCTION  

26.1 The anointing of the sick, by which the church commends to the suffering and glorified Lord those who are 

dangerously ill so that he may support and save them, is conferred by anointing them with oil and pronouncing the 

relevant words.  

26.2 The oil to be used in the anointing of the sick is normally blessed by a Bishop but in the case of necessity any 

priest can bless the oil, but it should be blessed in the actual celebration of the sacrament.  

26.3 The minister is to anoint with his or her own hand, unless a grave reason indicates the use of an instrument and 

using the relevant words.  

26.4 A bishop or a priest or a deacon can validly administer the anointing of the sick. 

27. THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE  

27.1 The marriage covenant, by which any two adults, establish between themselves a partnership of their whole life, 

has been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament.  

27.2 Matrimonial consent is an act of will by which two people by an irrevocable covenant mutually give and accept 

one another for the purposes of establishing a marriage.  

27.3 From a marriage there arises between the two people a bond which of its own nature is permanent and 

exclusive.  
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27.4 Those who have the care of children have the most serious obligation and the primary right to do all in their 

power to ensure their children's physical, social, cultural, moral and spiritual upbringing.  

27.5 The Open Episcopal Church upholds the right of every person to choose their approach towards contraception.  

27.6 Pastoral care and unconditional love must be provided for all who experience divorce. Divorced people can 

marry again. 

28. GENERAL MATTERS  

28.1 A priest can impart blessings, except for those reserved to the Bishop  

28.2 No one should exorcise the possessed without the special and express permission of a Bishop.  

28.3 In fulfilment of the priestly office of Christ, the Church listens to God speaking to his people and recalls the 

mystery of salvation. The Church is called to praise God without ceasing, in song and prayer, and to intercede with 

him for the salvation of the whole world.  

28.4 A Bishop, priest or deacon of the OEC is available to conduct a baptism, a marriage, a funeral, or any other 

service for any person without exception.  

28.5 The usual title of an Archbishop is The Most Reverend or Archbishop, of a Bishop is The Right Reverend or 

Bishop, of a priest is The Reverend or Father/Mother, of a deacon is The Reverend.  

28.6 All clerics can wear the clerical collar and the attire appropriate to their Order.  

28.7 No person can be excommunicated without exception. 

29. VOWS  

29.1 A vow is a deliberate and free promise made to God, concerning some good which is possible and better.  

29.2 A vow is public if it is received in the name of the Church by a minister; otherwise it is private.  

29.3 Of its nature a vow obliges only the person who makes it.  

29.4 A vow ceases by lapse of the time specified for the fulfilment of the obligation, or by a substantial change in the 

matter promised, or by cessation of a condition upon which the vow depended or of the purpose of the vow, or by 

dispensation, or by commutation.  

29.5 A person can suspend the obligation of the vow if the fulfilment of the vow is affecting the person adversely. If 

the vow is public, it must be suspended in the name of the Church by a minister. 

30. SACRED PLACES  

30.1 Sacred places are those which are assigned to divine worship or to the burial of the faithful by the dedication or 

blessing provided for this purpose.  

30.2 The dedication and blessing of a place belongs to a Bishop.  

30.3 A document is to be drawn up to record the dedication or blessing of a place.  

30.4 In a sacred place only those things are to be permitted which serve to promote that which is good.  

30.5 Sacred places are violated by acts done in them which are gravely injurious and give scandal when, in the 

judgement of a Bishop, these acts are so serious and so contrary to the holiness of the place that the harm needs to 

be repaired by means of a penitential rite.  

30.6 Sacred places lose their dedication or blessing if they have been in great measure destroyed, or if they have 

been permanently made over to secular usage, whether by decree of a Bishop or simply in fact.  

30.7 The term church means a gathering of more than one person for divine worship. It is not territorial or material.  
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30.8 Where more than one person gathers regularly for worship, a bishop of the OEC can be asked to dedicate the 

church and agree a title for it.  

30.9 The church is to be open to all without exception and welcoming to all without exception and free of charge.  

30.10 If a church regularly uses a place for their worship then such a place can be set aside and can be named after 

the church that uses it.  

30.11 An oratory means a place which is set aside for divine worship, for the convenience of one or more individuals.  

30.12 A private chapel means a place which is set aside for divine worship, for the convenience of one or more 

individuals.  

30.13 It is appropriate that places set aside for the use of a church, oratories and private chapels be blessed. 

31. OFFERINGS AND RECORDS  

31.1 Offerings given for a specified purpose may be used only for that purpose.  

31.2 Offerings given for an unspecified purpose may be used, by the one/s to whom it has been given, for whatever 

good purpose the bishop, priest, deacon or church decides.  

31.3 A bishop, priest, deacon, church must administer goods and finances with due diligence to the civil law and with 

integrity.  

31.4 Records, available for public inspection, should be kept of all offerings received and how they were allocated.  

31.5 The Province and each Diocese should make appropriate financial arrangements.  

31.6 A Bishop, priest, or deacon can ask for a contribution towards their ministry for the services they take, although 

such services should not be withheld due to financial considerations. A parish may wish to provide a stipend or 

expenses for their clergy or make some other financial arrangements.  

31.7 A Bishop, priest or deacon may be involved in full time ministry or they may also have secular employment.  

31.8 A province, diocese or parish may apply for charitable status. 

32. SANCTIONS  

32.1 In the case of the behaviour of an Archbishop, bishop, priest, deacon or church giving rise to scandal, the 

Presiding Archbishop's Council or an Archbishop's Council must arrange pastoral care and advice for all those 

involved.  

32.2 The COEC does not apply its own penal sanctions to those who commit offences but relies upon the civil law in 

all such matters.  

32.3 If the behaviour of an Archbishop, bishop, priest, deacon or church continues to give rise to scandal, despite the 

pastoral care and guidance provided by the PAC or the AC, then the PAC or the AC can issue a public statement 

disassociating COEC from the behaviour in question, and removing its commendation for those involved, and in the 

case of a cleric removing his or her licence, but not disassociating COEC from the Archbishop, bishop, priest, deacon 

or church involved, to whom, as to all, there is a covenant of unconditional love.  

32.4 If the Archbishop, bishop, priest, deacon or church subsequently desists from the behaviour in question and 

repents of it and carries out appropriate reparations, then the COEC can issue a public statement to that effect and 

can commend the Archbishop, bishop, priest, deacon or church again to the public and in the case of a cleric can 

restore their licence. 

33. THE DIVINE MANDATE  

33.1 There are three things that last forever, Faith, Hope and Love, but the greatest of these is Love. Love will never 

come to an end. The Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Deacons and Lay people of The Open Episcopal Church are 

called to have faith, hope and love, but the most important one of all is LOVE. 


